


EXTRACTS FOR INCLUSION IN COLLABORATIVE COSTS AGREEMENT
Description of Scope of Work
You have instructed us to: -
0. advise you as to your rights and obligations consequent upon the breakdown of your relationship;
1.2 advise you in connection with your Collaborative Family Law process which primarily entails informal discussions and conferences in which you and your partner each has a lawyer, and all have a shared commitment to settle all issues with honesty and mutual respect and to avoid litigation;
1.3 assist you in reaching a comprehensive agreement with your partner, and for no other purpose;
1.4 if an agreement can be reached, to prepare such documents and take such steps as are necessary to finalise an overall settlement of all outstanding issues.



For inclusion in Working Plan:

Scope

The firm will act on your behalf in that we will: -

1. advise you as to your rights and obligations consequent upon the breakdown of your relationship;

2. advise you in connection with your Collaborative Family Law process which primarily entails informal discussions and conferences in which you and your partner each has a lawyer, and all have a shared commitment to settle all issues with honesty and mutual respect and to avoid litigation;

3. assist you in reaching a comprehensive agreement with your partner, and for no other purpose;

4. if an agreement can be reached, to prepare such documents and take such steps as are necessary to finalise an overall settlement of all outstanding issues.

Steps in Matter

We anticipate the work will involve: -

conferring, corresponding and communicating with you;

reviewing material provided by you;

negotiating, conferring, corresponding and communicating with your partner and your partner's lawyer;

documenting the Collaborative Family Law process;

conferring, corresponding and communicating with other relevant persons, such as your accountants, financial and other advisors;

conducting searches and considering all relevant material, including the records of the Australian Securities Commission and Land & Property Information as to your interest and your partner's interest in companies and real estate;

if agreement cannot be reached as to valuations, obtaining valuations and expert advice in respect of any assets and resources in which you and/or your partner have or have had an interest;

preparing necessary documents and representing you in Court for the limited purpose of obtaining any necessary Court approval of settlement documents, including Consent Orders, Financial Agreement, Deed of Release, Child Support Agreement.

We will undertake only the work set out above or changes that are agreed from time to time.  We cannot:

represent you in any family law litigation against your partner should the Collaborative Family Law process end or be terminated by you or your partner before an agreement is reached - you would need to retain another lawyer to assist you in Court;

represent you in Court, except:

0. for the purpose of filing an Application for Consent Orders and the making of the Orders to confirm your agreement with your partner;

0. to the extent both you and your partner agree upon within the scope of the Collaborative Family Law Participation Agreement to submit selected issues to a private judge or arbitrator;

11.	continue to represent you if:

0. you fail to adhere to the Collaborative Family Law Participation Agreement;

0. either of us feels we cannot abide by the principles of Collaborative Law or that the Collaborative Family Law process is not functioning satisfactorily.








	
General descriptor of Legal Work Involved in a Collaborative Matter

· Collaborative meetings (which includes preparation prior to 
meeting, attending at meeting, debriefing thereafter)	 5 hours per meeting
· Work outside meetings including preparing/checking minutes, 
conferring with professional team, conferring with you, obtaining 
disclosure documents, attending to exchange of documents,
preparing Agendas, updating Balance Sheet, obtaining necessary 
further documentation/information, preparing generally for 
next meeting	 5 to 30 hours
· Preparing settlement documents and implementing settlement	 5 to 30 hours







